The Russian Mobilization
no concealment of her intention to assist her ally. The
action of the German Chancellor himself therefore pro-
vided a clear justification for the Russian Government
to order general mobilization; and we may note that
Eugen Fischer attaches value to the arguments of the
Russian General Staff.
The "Nicky"-"Willy" Correspondence
The order for Russian general mobilization was not
however executed, because the Czar cancelled it upon
the evening of the day on which he had consented to give
his signature; and this change was due to the personal
influence of the Kaiser.
We have already seen that the Czar and his entourage
were confident that the German Sovereign would exercise
a salutary influence upon the Viennese Government.
Despite the fact that the situation grew progressively
worse Nicholas II still hoped that the Kaiser's good will
might yet stop his ally on the brink of the abyss, and as
had happened before on more than one occasion, the
Czar had written personally to him.
When Nicholas II received a telegram from "Willy"
in which the Kaiser informed him that in conformity
with the "cordial and affectionate friendship" which
united them, he would do his best to persuade the
Austrians to enter into direct, frank negotiation with
the Russians, this declaration made a favourable impres-
sion.(i4) Nevertheless the Czar could not fail to be
struck by the lack of harmony between this letter and
the tone and purport of Pourtales's communication. He
asked the Kaiser for some explanation of this "diver-
gence," and added that "it would be just to submit the
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